
 

PART 2 

 



‘There is not in the world a kind of life more sweet and delightful than 
that of a continual conversation with God.’  

- Brother Lawrence 

 

INTRODUCTION 

We find ourselves in a very exciting season as a church!  During the last year, God 
has wonderfully been reshaping us and I would suggest, starting to prepare us for 
a new season of advance - or you might prefer to call it mission.  However, before 
we go striding out into lots of new activity, it’s important that together, we set 
aside time to clearly hear from God as to what he wants us to give ourselves to! 
There are a thousand and one things we could get involved with and busy our-
selves doing over the course of this next decade (and more), but the crucial ques-
tion for us is, what is God wanting to do amongst us?  If we give ourselves to that, 
then we will see the abundant kingdom advance of which Jesus spoke again and 
again in the gospels. 

As a result, I would like to invite you to set aside the period of Lent (14th February to 
31st March) as a time of focused prayer. 

 

  



 

WILL THERE BE SPECIAL TIMES WHEN WE GATHER AS A CHURCH TO 
PRAY? 

Yes there will! 

The following is a diary of key prayer gatherings 

14th Feb (7am) Advance Prayer Meeting 

15th Feb (7:30pm) Unpacking the prophetic: We have a number of key pro-
phetic words through which God has spoken to us. This 
will be an evening to unpack them and start to turn 
them into fuel for our praying and dreaming!  

21st Feb (7:30pm) Prayer & Worship: focus will be on creating excellence in 
our Sunday meetings and creating a community of 
growing disciples 

7th March (7:30pm) Prayer and Worship: focus will be on social action, bor-
ough-wide transformation and evangelism. 

10th March  
(9am - 12 noon) 

Prayer morning:  what is God saying to us? 

14th March (7am) Advance Prayer Meeting 

21st March (7:30pm) Prayer & Worship:  focus will be on kids & youth and re-
imagining the building for a new season of mission. 

28th March (7am) Advance Prayer meeting 

 

 

 

I THINK GOD HAS BEEN SPEAKING TO ME ABOUT SOME THINGS FOR 
THE CHURCH AS A WHOLE? 

Wonderful!  Please come and share it at one of the Prayer Gatherings.  In addition, 
would you jot it down on paper or email it to me (adam@wearekingsgate.org) so I 
can then collect up everything that God is saying to us as a church.  

mailto:adam@wearekingsgate.org


 

A SIMPLE GUIDE TO USING THIS 40 DAYS OF PRAYER GUIDE 

 

Read: Try not to rush but read the Bible verse and additional material slowly allow-
ing the words to saturate your thinking! 

 

Think: Take a moment to think about what you have read.  Even if the verse is fa-
miliar, let it help you think deeply about what it is saying. Use the ‘think idea’ to al-
low the text to ‘get inside’ and start the process of changing who you are. 

 

Feel: God’s Word should touch and transform every part of who we are, including 
our feelings.  So allow your imagination to lead you to feel deeply as you respond 
to these verses/ideas. 

 

Pray: Use the prayer that I’ve written as a launch pad to pray around the Bible 
verse. Also, there will be some prayer bullet points too for each day to help fuel 
and focus your praying over the 40 days 

 

Write: If God starts to speak to you about something, jot it down in a note-
book/journal.  In fact, you might want to buy a notebook especially for the 40 days 
and keep a track of all the things you have been praying and thinking about! 



 

Talk: Take time in your Dinner Table Discipleship Groups to talk about some of the 
things God has been speaking to you about that week as a result of the 40 Days of 
Prayer. 

 

Email: If there are any specific prophecies/ideas for us as a church, please do 
email adam@wearekingsgate.org and I will be able to gather them up to help us 
as a leadership team start to think and plan for the future. 
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READ 

 
Isaiah 54:1-3 
“Sing, barren woman, you who never bore a child; burst into song, 
shout for joy, you who were never in labour; because more are the 
children of the desolate woman than of her who has a husband,” “En-
large the place of your tent, stretch your curtains wide, do not hold 
back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes. For you will spread 
out to the right and to the left…” 
 
In these verses there are two sets of imperatives: Sing, burst and shout 
and then: enlarge, stretch, do not hold back, lengthen and strengthen. 
Wow, what an amazing picture of joy-filled and fruitful advance. This is 
a beautiful picture of God’s plans and purposes for his people!  

 

THINK 

 
Take some time to try and imagine this picture of a barren woman 
suddenly having to rearrange her whole life for this new season of 
fruitfulness from the Lord.  There must have been lots of excitement, 
and yet lots of change and lots of upheaval.  How does this picture 
help us as a church to prepare for ongoing growth and fruitfulness? 

 

 
WRITE 

 
What areas of church life need enlarging? (i.e. they are currently too 
small 
 
 
Where do we need to stretch what we are currently doing? (you can 
decide the difference between enlarging and stretching) 
 
 
Where do we need to be courageous and not hold back? 
 
 
Where do we need to lengthen our reach? (maybe geographically or 
into new communities) 
 
 
What aspects of church life need strengthening? 



 

 
PRAY 

Prayer 
Father, thank you that you love to fill us with joy and gladness as you 
surprise us again and again with your amazing fruitfulness. I pray over 
this coming season for us that as a church, we would know how to en-
large, stretch, not hold back, lengthen and strengthen what you are 
doing amongst us?  Lord, all across the church, I pray for this process 
to be guided by you so that the ‘tent’ of Kingsgate might accommo-
date hundreds and hundreds of new believers! 
 
Prayer Points: 
1. Pray for wisdom for the leadership team to see where each of 

these different aspects of ‘adjustments’ need to be made and just 
as importantly, when they need to be made. 

 
2. Pray that God would both raise up and bring in new people who 

can add to this enlarging and strengthening process. 
 
3. You’ve probably spotted that there are plenty of gaps around 

Kingsgate! Why not take some time to pray for the ones you can 
see.  Ask God to help fill them?  Also, ask Him if he might have a part 
for you to play in filling one or more of them. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
READ 

 
Matthew 22:37  
“And he said to them, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.”” 

 

THINK 

 
To love God with your heart, soul and mind is another way of saying, 
with everything!  What aspects of your life do you struggle to love God 
with and why? 

 

 
WRITE 

 
Write down a list of things that you know can easily get in the way of 
you loving Jesus with everything.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are you going to do with these things? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
PRAY 

Prayer 
Father, I want to be an ‘everything’ person!  Lord, I do want to love you 
with all of who I am.  However, I’m aware that so often, I can get myself 
tangled up in loving other things such as [insert] more than you; or just 
as bad, loving you in a half-hearted way.  Lord, would you forgive me.  I 
choose to love you afresh and to give myself wholeheartedly to you 
again. I know this might cost me, in fact, I know it should!  However, lov-
ing you week by week and month by month above everything else is 
what I long for.  Lord today, I want to ask for your help so that I might 
love you more.  Amen. 
 
Prayer Points: 
1. Pray that we would become a community of people who again 

and again make the decision to love Jesus (and make much of 
Him) over and above every other thing. 

 
2. Pray for many of the people who come through the doors at the 

King’s Centre on a weekly basis, to become ‘everything’ disciples of 
Jesus.  

 
3. Pray for yourself this week, that you would have the opportunity to 

share with others why you love Jesus above everything. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 
READ 

 
Matthew 9:38  
“Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out labour-
ers into his harvest.” 
 
 
“To pray is to accept that we are, and always will be, wholly dependent 
on God for everything.” – Tim Keller 

 

THINK 

 
“To pray is to accept that we are, and always will be, wholly dependent 
on God” (Keller).  Ouch!  Matthew 9:38 shows us that to be about God’s 
business we are to live in a place of constant dependency.  Why?  Be-
cause as we lift our eyes up and see the vast harvest field that God 
has placed us in Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, Suffolk, (oh - and the rest of 
the world), it makes us realise we can’t do this on our own and we 
need others! Do you feel we are out of our depths yet?  We should be! 

 

 
WRITE 

 
Write down a list of people who live here in Great Yarmouth who are 
close to you that need to meet Jesus?  Pray for them! Take Jesus’ word 
seriously that the fields are indeed ready for harvest. 
 
 
 
Write down some areas of Norfolk, Suffolk or maybe even beyond 
where you feel God needs to come and move in a fresh way. Then turn 
those place names into prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
PRAY 

Prayer 
Father, this is such a humbling verse, because it shows me again and 
again of my utter need for you!  It is so easy to start looking out at the 
harvest field and to think it’s all down to me do this (attempting it in 
my own strength) when actually, the answer is always, Lord I need you.  
I pray as well that you would help me to get used to praying for other 
people being involved at the forefront of harvest field advance, and 
that it may not necessarily be me (and for me to be ok with that.   Lord, 
I do pray for many, many new team members to come and join us at 
Kingsgate who will be able to do and advance things that I never 
could.  Amen. 
 
Prayer Points: 
1. Pray for a team of evangelists to grow and develop at Kingsgate 

who can really help us to see the lost being saved on a regular ba-
sis. 

 
2. Pray again that we would never again have a Sunday with no new-

comers! 
 
3. Pray for at least one baptism a month as people are being saved 

and added into the church family. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 
READ 

1 Pete 4:7-11 (NIV) 
7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so 
that you may pray. 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love 
covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another with-
out grumbling. 10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have re-
ceived to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its vari-
ous forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the 
very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the 
strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised 
through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
Over the next few days I’m going to be ‘unpicking’ these verses and 
using them to challenge and provoke us. 
 
 
Today I would like us to focus on the opening 7 words: “the end of all 
things is near”.  As 21st century people, who live in a medically ad-
vanced society and a culture that is deeply averse to talking or even 
thinking about death and dying, Peter’s words here might come as a 
shock!  The end of all things is near.  He is reminding us that history is 
moving on at a steady pace towards a climatic end. Since the death, 
resurrection and ascension of Jesus, we have been living in those brief 
moments of pre-dawn when things seem at their darkest.  But within 
only a few moments, the sun will have broken through and darkness 
will be dispelled. The end of this Age is waiting to break in and we’re liv-
ing in those final few moments before it does.  
 
In light of this, let me encourage you!  Over the coming years, together, 
we will have many adventures.  We will also face some setbacks and 
challenges.  On a personal level, you may also encounter the ups and 
downs of life.  However, if you get hold of what Peter is saying, the 
weighing scales in which you evaluate the circumstances you en-
counter will be massively different because on one side of the scale 
will rest our future hope in eternity with Christ. This changes the bal-
ance in every circumstance!  When this penetrates down into the 
deepest parts of our being, we will start to be of some use on earth 
because we have become so heavenly minded.  We will also be able 
to endure the setbacks and continue to advance into all that God has 
for us because we are not living just for now! 



 

THINK 

Are you living with eternal weighing scales for the decisions and situa-
tions you encounter? Or are you still weighing things against the im-
pact they will have here and now? 
 
Do you think your life, your prayers, thoughts and dreams are coloured 
by an eternal urgency that the end of all things is near?  

 

 
WRITE 

 
 
How might living ‘in the light of eternity’ change who we are as a 
church?  What might need to change? 
 

 

 
PRAY 

Prayer 

Father, the end of time is rapidly approaching.  Yet, if I’m honest, I can 
end up wasting so much of my life on good things but are they really 
important things?  Would you help me to hold the weighing scales of 
eternity up to the various aspects of my life?  Lord, would you also 
build within me greater ‘grit’ to live with some inconveniences and 
even discomforts now, so that we might see many people impacted 
by the gospel and having changed eternities!  I ask, would you keep 
my eyes and attention on eternity so that I might be of some earthly 
use. 

 
 

Prayer Points: 
1. Pray for a healthy sense of urgency to shape all the decisions that 

we are going to make about the future direction of the church. 

2. Pray for God’s opportunities to break into new communities, neigh-
bours, age groups and ethnic groups, here in Great Yarmouth, with 
the wonderful good news of Jesus. 

3. Pray for all the resources (time, talents and treasure) that we 
might need to fulfil the growing mission God has for us here in 
Great Yarmouth. 



 

 

 
 

 

 
READ 

 
1 Pete 4:7-11 (NIV) 
7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so 
that you may pray. 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love 
covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another with-
out grumbling. 10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have re-
ceived to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its vari-
ous forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the 
very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the 
strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised 
through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
“Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray”.   
Here in these 11 words we learn that the condition of our mind and in-
ner world has a direct impact upon our prayers.  Or to phrase this in a 
slightly differently way, godly thinking and attitudes is at the heart of 
authentic communication with God (see Rom 12:1-2; Eph 4:23-24). Let’s 
unpack this in a little more detail. 
 
“Be alert and of sober mind” – this derives from a term that literally 
means, “be in one’s right mind”—to be under control and not be car-
ried away by an errant view of oneself (Rom 12:3), or undue emotion, or 
uncontrolled passion.  
 
Our inner worlds often look like a battlefield, with multiple skirmishes 
happening at any one time and Peter encourages us to “be alert and 
of sober mind”.  Don’t amble into the day!  Don’t be unaware of these 
attacks upon your thinking and emotions!  Don’t leave wrong thinking 
alone—deal with it!  Be proactive in rooting out and dealing with any-
thing that blurs the truth of scripture in your heart.  Why? Because Pe-
ter shows us that there is a direct link between being alert and atten-
tive to what is going on in our minds, emotions and inner worlds and 
our ability to maintain healthy communication with God.  
  



 

THINK 

So how do we ensure that we are being “alert and of sober mind”? 
Three things to get us started: 
 

• Scripture is our supreme standard  

• Reflect on how you see God in unexpected moments  

• Actively evaluate things that you take for granted  

 

 
WRITE 

 
Are there some areas in your thinking where you need to be more 
alert?  If so, where? 
 

 

 
PRAY 

Prayer 

Father, I don’t want to amble into the day! I want to be alert in my 
thinking because I can see from these verses that how I think has a di-
rect impact upon my ability to pray.  So Lord, would you help me to 
think more and more in line with your Word and less and less with eve-
rything else that bubbles away inside me.  Lord, I want my thinking to 
be increasingly shaped by your Word and what you say. Would you 
help me today.  Amen 

 
Prayer Points: 
1. Pray for Dan & Ali and others who are starting to take on some re-

sponsibility for pastoral care in the church. A major part of pastoral 
care is leading people back to the Bible and what God has to say 
on an issue.  Pray for much wisdom as we look to build a strong 
and mature team who can care for and guide people in many 
challenging aspects of life.  

2. Pray for our Dinner Table Discipleship Group leaders that they 
would enable us to build our lives around what God has to say and 
not the everyday shifting sands of culture, emotion and other peo-
ple’s opinions.  

3. Pray for the leadership team that we would be able to speak 
clearly and wisely, from scripture, into issues where God’s ways are 
being undermined and challenged. We want to be a prophetic 
voice in our generation but that requires huge amounts of humility, 
courage and wisdom.  



 
 

 

 
READ 

1 Pete 4:7-11 (NIV) 
7 The end of all things is near.  Therefore be alert and of sober mind so 
that you may pray. 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love 
covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another with-
out grumbling. 10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have re-
ceived to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various 
forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the 
very words of God.  If anyone serves, they should do so with the 
strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised 
through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
“Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multi-
tude of sins.” 
 
Notice how Peter starts this sentence “Above all”.  The quality and ac-
tivity of love in our lives, how we interact together as a church com-
munity, must be of first importance.  This is really challenging and pro-
vocative, especially for those of us who like to do things! Why?  Be-
cause it is very easy for the event, goal, ministry or programme to be-
come of first importance and not an activity of love.  
 
“love each other deeply” – the Greek word translated ‘deeply’ is used in 
other literature to describe a horse stretching out and straining, run-
ning with taut muscles.  This is quite a remarkable picture!  What it tells 
us is that the kind of love Peter is commanding will take some effort. It’s 
not just a warm fuzzy feeling (‘Oh, I like being around you’). No, this kind 
of love goes much deeper than that, it’s going to take some intentional 
effort.  
 
Finally notice how Peter acknowledges that in a community context 
there will, at times, be sin present, but if we make fervent love of first 
importance, it will be able to cover over these sins. So, what does that 
mean?  It means that when we say something that is just seasoned 
with truth and not love, we choose to go back and apologise.  At the 
same time, the person who has been stung by the comments, 
chooses to not allow it to fester but either brushes it off, or if it is play-
ing on their mind, they go and have a face-to-face conversation and 
say how it hurt (not sending a text or email!). This is the power of love 
at work in a diverse community.  It pulls people together where the 
world’s natural tendency is to drift apart.  
 



THINK 

 

Love is a risky thing!  It can get you hurt and it will certainly cost you 
something.  Would your love for others in this church community be 
described as “loving deeply”? 

 

 
WRITE 

 
1. In what ways might you express practical / sacrificial love for oth-

ers in this church community? 
 

2. Who is there on the ‘fringe’ of the church that you can reach out to 
and help them make this church community their home? 

 

3. Why don’t you look for two or three people that you can express 
your gratitude / love for today in the church.  It might be in an SMS 
or Facebook post, a conversation over a coffee, or a phone call. 
Let’s make love an active and consistent part of our community 
life together. 

 

 

 
PRAY 

Prayer 

Father, I never need to look any further than the Cross of Christ to see 
what loving another deeply looks like. Today, would you help me take 
some new steps in reflecting that type of love to others within Kings-
gate.  Lord, I pray for many new opportunities to love many new peo-
ple as this family continues to grow!  Amen. 

 
Prayer Points: 
1. Pray for Dan & Ali as they look to increase the number of Dinner Ta-

ble Discipleship Groups as we’ve already almost filled all the new 
groups! We want these groups to be places of community, care, 
love and discipleship! Pray for real wisdom as they look to grow 
and develop these groups. 

2. Pray a hundred-and-one little acts of love and kindness to be ex-
pressed all over the church family this month!  Pray, especially for 
those who feel that they are on the fringe, that they will get pulled 
into a vortex of love, care and kindness. 

3. Finally, pray for those who are unwell or unable to regularly attend 
on Sundays because of ill health or family situations.  Pray that 
they would be able to find other ways to be part of this growing 
community of love!   



 
 

 

 
READ 

Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling 
1 Peter 4:7-11 (NIV) 
7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so 
that you may pray. 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love 
covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another with-
out grumbling. 10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have re-
ceived to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its vari-
ous forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the 
very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the 
strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised 
through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 
 
“Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling” 
 
The literal meaning of the word translated ‘hospitality’ is to “love 
strangers”. When understood like this, it is a natural extension of the 
idea we spoke about yesterday, loving each other; but it  now needs to 
spill over the banks of familiarity and friendship, flowing into the lives 
of those who we don’t know by offering love to strangers without 
grumbling.  So how are we doing on this front?  
 
According to the Mosaic Law, the Jews were expected to extend hos-
pitality to strangers (see Ex. 22:22; Deut 14:29). In the NT, Jesus com-
mended believers who provided food, clothing and shelter to others 
(see Matt 25:35-40). In essence we see continuity throughout scripture 
to ensure that the stranger is loved and cared for. However, Peter here 
is also underling for us the how and the motivation or spirit behind our 
hospitality is essential, because he says “do it without grumbling” (do it 
from a sincere heart). However, if we’re honest, guests can at times be 
inconvenient, they can cut against personal plans, and draw us out of 
our comfort zone. How do we then live as consistently hospitable peo-
ple? My suggestion would be that we allow the gospel to transform 
our thinking. What I mean by this is that when we consider God’s lavish 
and unconditional love which was poured out upon us as a strangers 
and at great cost to himself so that he might move us from strangers 
to being part of the family. And when we consider that the Spirit who 
dwells within us is the spirit of adoption who has enabled us who were 
fatherless to know the fathers love. In light of all this, to keep in step 
with Jesus is to live as a hospitable person and community. 



 

THINK 

 

Personally, how are you doing in different areas and arenas of your life 
when it comes to loving strangers without grumbling? 

 

 
WRITE 

 
1. Are there any specific areas relating to hospitality that you feel the 

Lord has been nudging you to take a step towards and walk into? 

 
 
2. What areas can we as a church improve in loving strangers with-

out grumbling? 

 
 
3. On a very practical note, how many of the number of newcomers 

that have visited over the last couple of months have experienced 
love without grumbling because you’ve stepped across the room 
and spoken with them and welcomed them into the family?  

 

 

  



 

 

 
PRAY 

Prayer 

Father, loving the stranger by showing hospitality is a big one! It’s in-
convenient as well as costly and pushes me again and again out of 
my comfort zone.  However, when I consider the cross and all that you 
went through so that I might enter your family, I am humbled and 
stirred to act.  In light of this, would you help me keep the Cross central 
in my thinking as I endeavour to live an ever-increasingly hospitable 
life. 

Prayer Points: 

4. Pray for Darren Cox and Richard Baker as well as the rest of our 
welcome team, that they would continue to grow how we look to 
welcome newcomers on a Sunday Morning. 

5. Pray for the many social action projects and programmes which 
are under development (The Craft Group, Puzzle Group, School Hol-
iday Lunch Club, Night Shelter, Crafters, Table Tennis, etc), that 
each one of these would become places where many people are 
touched by the hospitality they experience. 

6. Pray that our dishwashers will be filled, our food cupboards would 
need restocking, our Costa Cards would have many additional 
points and our dinner tables would be places of love in action as 
many hundreds of people experience the love of God through our 
hospitality.  

 


